
 

   

Disconnected 
Are you feeling disconnected or out of touch a little, or a 
lot?  
For a very long time now I have insisted that COVID-19 
has not affected my life all that much. I have maintained 
that we don’t eat out much. Our daughters all live some 
distance away and we would not be seeing them 
anyway. Our travel is limited by the fact that I am serving 
a church once again and besides, we are in the home we 
dreamt of retiring in for the last twenty years. I agreed 
to this Interim position prior to the beginning of the 
COVID-19 shutdown, so I would be here working 
anyway. We have not, like many, faced a reduction in 
income. And we do see a couple of friends occasionally.  
So, in many ways, COVID-19 has not affected us a great 
deal. Until Christmas came. 
Christmas Eve saw us sitting at home for the first time … 
ever!  
As clergy, Peggy and I have been working Christmas Eves 
for, well always. We have typically arrived home at or 
near mid-night from separate churches and felt like 
collapsing after the rush and stress of all the preparation 
that goes into a typical Christmas. We would sit with a 
snack and a beverage and breathe. Finally able to rest 
after weeks of putting it all together so everyone could 
enjoy the Christmas Eve Candle light traditions we all 
love. 
This year we were sitting at home. And actually sitting at 
home a couple of days before Christmas because the 
service itself was pre-recorded. At 4:00pm we sat down 
to watch the service I had recorded a week prior. Then 
we watched a couple more services, one good, one 
lousy, one just to see what was happening at a place we 
used to be. It felt very odd, by 7:00pm, to be sitting 
there on Christmas Eve enjoying a light dinner. 
Christmas day found us ZOOMing with family in different 
parts of the country. The worship service the following 
Sunday was also pre-recorded. Another slow week 
followed. Then another. 

Thinking Out Loud ... 
Then I started to feel the disconnect. I started to realize 
how much I miss being with people at church. I have 
always known how much being with people meant to 
me, now I am facing the lack of people with grief. I also 
started to think about how many people are feeling 
incredibly distant from one another as the year 2021 
began.  
Then it was January 6, 2021 and I, like millions of others, 
watched with incredible sadness as people stormed the 
Capital building, smashing windows and breaking down 
doors and hurting people; and I began to feel separate 
and alone, even a little scared for our country. 
We need to be with one another. We need community. 
We need to feel the press of flesh and the presence of 
another person’s breath. We need the sense of 
belonging to one another we receive when we are 
together. We are meant for community. It has been a 
tough year. 
Increased isolation has been hard on a lot of people. The 
sense of belonging we receive by being together brings 
us comfort and is good for our well-being. The next 
several weeks will be difficult for everyone. Winter drags 
during the month of February when we are outdoors 
less. It is especially important now to connect in 
whatever way we can safely find ways to do so.  
The vaccine is on the way, (some Pilgrim members have 
already received their first dose) the flowers of spring 
will be coming up, the sun will once again warm the 
earth, a new administration will begin to lead the 
country, we will be outdoors again and life will be better. 
Be with one another in good and safe ways. Be well. Be 
safe. Be healthy. Connect. 
 
Blessings Friends, 
 

 Richard 
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Worship Themes for February 
 
February 7th 

Sermon Title: Being All For All 
Psalm  147:1-11 
Scripture Reading  1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Contemporary Reading: Ordinary Magic: Everyday Life 
As Spiritual Path 
By John Welwood 
 
February 14th 

Sermon Title: Sudden Realization … But Tell NO ONE 
Psalm  50:1-6 
Scripture Reading  Mark 9:2-9 
Contemporary Reading: The Future of Success  
By Robert B. Reich 
 
February 17th     
ASH WEDNESDAY  
Sermon Title: TBD  
Theme: TBD  
Psalm: TBD   
 
February 21st 
Sermon Title The Kingdom Is Here 
Psalm  25:1-10 
Scripture Reading  Mark 1:9-15 
Contemporary Reading: Awakening the Spirit, Inspiring 
the Soul: 30 Stories of Interspiritual Discovery in the 
Community of Faiths  
By Martha Howard, Wayne Teasdale 
 
February 28th 
Sermon Title: Grace Guaranteed 
Psalm  22:23-31 
Scripture Reading  Romans 4:13-18 
Contemporary Reading: If Grace Is So Amazing, Why 
Don't We Like It? How God's Radical Love Turns the 
World Upside Down  
By Donald McCullough 

More from the Pastor Ash Wednesday 
Since information for the February issue of The Quill has 
to be in by January 18, Ash Wednesday is a work in 
progress. We do recognize that this is a meaningful 
service for many so we do not want to break with 
tradition. We will have an Ash Wednesday worship. 
Ashes burnt from last year’s Palm Sunday palms mixed 
with olive oil from the Eastern shores of the 
Mediterranean Sea, will be available for you to pick up at 
church. We will celebrate Communion so you need to 
have your own juice or wine and a piece of bread.  
That much I know now – the rest will be worked out in 
the weeks to come. 
ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP:  
Holy Communion and the Imposition of Ashes,  
7:00 pm, February 17, 2021  via YouTube.   
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A Note from our Council President 

With the ongoing Pandemic, we had our first electronic 
Annual Meeting on January 17th.  It worked out well and 
we had a great turnout of at least 75 attendees!  It was 
so nice to see so many of your faces & names on the 
ZOOM video that Neal was able to show on the Church 
sanctuary screens.  Thank you to all who joined us & to 
those who tried.  We had the option for telephone  
participation, but it didn’t workout for at least one  
member.  We will keep working on it.  The good part 
about learning this technology is that it gives us more 
opportunities to be connected going forward.   
 
If you haven’t heard, the search committee has received 
14 candidate profiles in response to our Church’s  
Pastoral Search Posting.  And more are anticipated.  This 
is certainly exciting & encouraging.  This amount of  
interest speaks well about the status of our  
Congregation. Thanks to the committee’s hard work & 
dedication! 
 
Thank you to Bayard Frederick for serving at our Council 
President for the past 2 years. His attention to detail and 
dedication were greatly appreciated.  I’m especially 
grateful for how he worked so efficiently and diligently 
to bring Pastor Richard on as our Interim Minister.   
 
Thank you to Bud Browning, our outgoing Church  
treasurer, who served in this role for 25 years. A quarter 
century!  Not only was he very dedicated in that role, 
but he assisted, guided, & advised in other ways  
including Human Resource processes, insurance cover-
age, and computer/office equipment.  Bud has been 
wonderful in sharing his experience & knowledge. 
 

Barb Geiger 

Christian Outreach 

Collection for Family Resource Center during February 
The Outreach Ministry is sponsoring a collection of baby 
products and personal hygiene items for the Family Re-
source Center during the month of February. Family Re-
source Center (Helping Hands, Helping Families) of FDL 
County believes that families from all walks of life de-
serve support, education and resources as they raise 
their children. The center offers a variety of programs 
and services to pregnant women, parents, non-custodial 
parents, children, and teens through four main focus 
areas. 
The Pregnancy & Parenting Support Program offers free 
and confidential pregnancy testing, support and refer-
rals, pre and post-natal assistance for infant and toddler 
items (this includes clothing sizes 0-5T, diapers, wipes, 
formula and other care items). It also offers free par-
enting classes and workshops. Finally, this program 
offers one-on-one parenting with a life educator.  All 
these services are free. 
SOAR - Support Observe Achieve Read Birth to Five  
Program: Personal visits in home or at Family Resource 
Center with a parent Educator. Information is given 
about child development, educational games and much 
more!  The Parent Educator provides regular infor-
mation about health and development while supporting 
parents as they learn how to understand their child. 
The Connection Center: This program provides super-
vised visitation services for court-ordered parents with 
children placed outside of their home.  Respite services 
are also provided on the weekends for children placed 
in a foster home. 
The Resource Center assist families with fundamental 
necessities such as diapers, wipes, and formula. Parent 
classes and one on one supportive help is also available. 
Please bring any of the following items to the church 
during February. There will be a designated box for your 
gifts.  
Products needed: 
 
Large diapers, 4-5-6 
Pullups - all sizes, especially 3T & 4T 
Baby wipes/Wet Ones 
Personal hygiene items 
Toothbrushes/tooth paste/dental floss 
Shampoo 
Deodorant 
Hand sanitizer 
Feminine hygiene products 
Hair brushes/comb 
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SCRIP NEWS 

Worship Committee News 

Pilgrim members,  
The Worship ministry is going to begin setting up 
worship leaders to do the responsive readings and 
scripture readings during the virtual worship service. 
Beginning in February, a member will do the call to 
worship, responsive readings and scripture reading from 
the lectern. A mask will be required when in the 
sanctuary, but when reading you may remove it. Every 
effort will be taken to sanitize after the service.  
If you are willing to be a part of this ministry, please let 
me know by sending me an email at rlgp1964@att.net  
I will be calling members and set up the list a month at a 
time just like before. I will try to call members who I 
think might be comfortable with assisting with this but if 
I haven’t reached out to you and you feel you can be of 
help please let me know.  
 
The worship ministry sees this as a baby step towards 
more involvement in the worship experience.  
 
Linda Stutz 

Finance Committee News 

Online Giving Option Now Available 
Credit Card or Bank Transfer (ACH) 

Access by Internet at:  https://
puccfdl.breezechms.com/giv/online 

Access by smartphone text at:  920-796-9933 

I want to bring to everyone’s attention that now is an 
excellent time to either continue to or begin to support 
Pilgrim’s SCRIP program, especially with the use of Kwik 
Trip cards.  During the month of January, Kwik Trip 
offered a percentage of 21% profit for each Kwik Trip 
card purchased!  I was able to purchase a large amount 
to keep in our inventory and now need your help to buy 
them.  Basically, this means for every $100 worth of 
Kwik Trip sold the church will make $21.00!  What a 
great return!   
While Kwik Trip is offering the largest percentage back 
ever, there are still many other great vendors both local-
ly (like Backyard Grill, Schmitty’s, Tucker’s and Ala 
Roma’s just to name a few) or nationwide establish-
ments such as Culver’s, McDonalds, Pick N Save, Festival 
Food and Piggly Wiggly that continue to offer a variety of 
different percentage backs for purchasing their SCRIP 
cards. 
The bottom line is….any use of SCRIP cards through Pil-
grim’s SCRIP program is a win for our church budget.  So 
please give me a call at 904-5740 and I will be happy to 
help you meet your SCRIP needs. 
Thank you all for your continued support of this  
program! 
Blessings, 
Karen Goodacre  

Alliant Energy Community Solar Program 
 

On Dec. 8, Alliant Energy announced a community solar 
program for Fond du Lac. Anyone who has an account 
with Alliant is eligible to participate. This can be done by 
purchasing at least one “block” of solar power. Depend-
ing on how many blocks you purchase, the value of the 
electricity produced by your blocks will be refunded to 
you monthly at a rate of $0.063 per kwh. The maximum 
number of blocks you can purchase is limited by your 
actual electrical use over the preceding 12 months. This 
plan is open to anyone whether you rent or own your 
own home and there is no requirement to modify your 
home or add any equipment to your dwelling. This is a 
great opportunity for everyone to participate in renewa-
ble energy and combat climate change. For additional 
information, click on  https://www.alliantenergy.com/
InnovativeEnergySolutions/SustainableEnergyChoices/
CommunitySolar/communitysolarfaq. 

https://puccfdl.breezechms.com/giv/online
https://puccfdl.breezechms.com/giv/online
https://ocuuf.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d7b393970b77cea731093c158&id=1834d278f7&e=2eeb978545
https://ocuuf.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d7b393970b77cea731093c158&id=1834d278f7&e=2eeb978545
https://ocuuf.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d7b393970b77cea731093c158&id=1834d278f7&e=2eeb978545
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Fair Trade Coffee Order 
 
I will be taking orders for Fair Trade coffee, tea and  
chocolate the week of February 14-21.  
February 21st will be the last day to order.  
 
I will have order sheets in the office or you can call me 
(921-0415) with your order. 
 
Please make your check out to Pilgrim UCC and in the 
memo area add “Fair Trade Coffee”. 
 
Thank you 
Jill  
 

We have been given three dates to serve at the FDL 
Warming Shelter. Our dates are: 
February 14 
March 7 
March 14 
 
Due to Covid, signing up to help will be different. We will 
develop a menu for each Sunday we are serving.  
The following is the menu for Sunday, February 14: 
 
Food    Amount 
Beef Stroganoff   5 pans 
Milk    4 gallons 
Orange juice   2 gallons 
Bananas   10 bunches 
Buttered Dinner Rolls  4 dozen 
Desserts   3 pans 
 
If you need the recipe for the stroganoff stop by the 
office, Jill has the recipe. Or we can email it to you.  
If you choose to bring dinner rolls, please cut, butter and 
put back in bag. 
To volunteer to bring food call Barb Spies @ 921-5010 or 
579-7032. Please be sure and call so we know how much 
food we have. Please call Barb by Friday, February 12th 
to confirm what you are bringing so she can plan  
accordingly.  
 
Please plan on bringing the food to the church at 3:00 
p.m. on Sunday, February 14. Come to the kitchen door 
and someone will be there to take the food. The beef 
stroganoff needs to be warm or at room temperature. 
Please don’t bring the stroganoff frozen!!  
 
There are many people who need our help. Please help 
us make a warm meal for all who need our help. 
 
Thank you for volunteering!! 
 

Warming Shelter 
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Adult Forum meets on Sunday mornings from 10:15 to 
11:15 via Zoom.  The link for these meetings is the same 
as the link for virtual coffee hour.  We will have a few 
minutes to chat before the program begins promptly at 
10:15. 
 
Feb 7   Virtual Coffee Hour 
 
Feb 14 & 21  Heart Health 
   Leader: Sue Schmitz 
 
It’s no secret February is all about hearts — but not just 
the candy kind. It’s also American Heart Month, a time 
the nation turns its attention to keeping families and 
communities free from heart disease, the No. 1 killer of 
Americans. The federally designated event reinforces the 
importance of heart health and the need for more 
research, with a reminder to get families, friends and 
communities involved. It’s a tradition that’s over half a 
century strong. The first proclamation was issued by 
President Lyndon B. Johnson in February 1964, nine 
years after he had a heart attack. Since then, the 
president has annually declared February American 
Heart Month.  
 
Feb 28  - Mar 28  
  The Riverside Preachers 

Leaders:  Rich & Peg Bradley, Neil Sieglaff, Bayard & 
Chris Frederick and George Curtis 

 
The Riverside Church in the city of New York was 
conceived and built by John D. Rockefeller, with the 
intention that Rev. Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick be the 
senior minister. Fosdick was the first pastor and served 
from 1930-1946. His preaching set the tone for those 
who followed. We will explore sermons from 
four of their greatest preachers - Harry Emerson Fosdick, 
Robert J. McCracken, Ernest T. Campbell, and William 
Sloane Coffin Jr. The preaching related the Christian 
gospel with power to the lives of individual people and 
the struggle of a society in search of its soul. These 
preachers never hesitated to address the problems of 
society and called the congregants to action and 
responsibility. The messages are just as timely today and 
will challenge us as well. 
 

Bible with Bagels meets Wednesday mornings from 9:00 
to 10:30 via Zoom.  The link for these meetings will re-
main the same for each Wednesday throughout the fall 
semester.            
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 889 7801 2384 
Passcode: 762316 
 
Feb 3 & 10   

Judaism & Christianity:  Background & Connections 
Leader: Andrea Jakobs,  

Religious Studies UW-Oshkosh 
 
Judaism is the oldest surviving monotheistic religion, 
arising in the eastern Mediterranean in the second mil-
lennium B.C.E.  While Christianity was born from within 
the Jewish tradition, many differences exist between the 
two.  Of interest, however, is the great cultural exchange 
that has taken place between these two religions over 
the centuries. 
 
 
Feb 17  - Mar 24  

The Grace of Les Miserables  
Leaders: Jim & Anne Thomas 

 
Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables is a truly epic story. Wheth-
er you’ve tackled the 1,400-page 19thcentury novel, wit-
nessed the Broadway musical (and memorized its sound-
track), or seen the several screen adaptations of it, you 
already know the power of its story. 
 
In the six-week study The Grace of Les Misérables,  
author and pastor Matt Rawle dives into six ideals found 
in the story—grace, justice, poverty, revolution, love, 
and hope—each represented by a character in Hugo’s 
story. As these imperfect and relatable characters inter-
act, we can see how these ideals work together (perhaps 
even in spite of each other) out in the world. 
 
 

Suzette Curtis 

Adult Education 
Until the Covid-19 situation dramatically improves, our Adult Education programs this winter and spring will be  
presented virtually.  We encourage you to join us from the comfort of your own home with no masks required!  
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Sunday School News 
 

Dear Sunday School Families and all church friends, 
Happy February (hard to believe we are already into 
the second month of 2021)! 
 
I hope this finds you all doing well and continuing to 
stay safe.  You all should have received a project to do 
for Epiphany and I hope many of you enjoyed that. 
By the time this is printed we will have held our  
2nd Family Fun Game Night and hopefully been able to 
join in some much needed fun and fellowship. 
 
I continue to record a weekly story which can be seen 
on Pilgrim’s Facebook page each Monday morning 
after 10:00 A.M.  If there is anyone else who is 
interested in taking a turn and reading a story aloud to 
both our young and old, please contact me and I will 
be happy to help set that up for you. 
 
Please watch for some Lenten activities to be mailed 
out in the coming weeks as we prepare for our season 
of Lent. 
 
If there is anything you need from me during these 
times, please reach out….I would love to say hello to 
kids via the phone if they ever want to talk to  
Miss Karen ….904-5740. 
 
Peace, 

  Karen 

Notes from Karen 
(Our Sunday School Director) 

Here’s a fun puzzle for you to work on!! 
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Groundhog Day - February 2nd 
According to the groundhog's prediction of spring, if  
February 2nd is bright and sunny we will have 6 more 
weeks of winter (which puts us around March 16...).  If it 
is overcast, we will have an early spring (which could 
also be around March 16...) . I say we celebrate either 
way - the daylight hours are getting longer (February 1st - 
9 hours and 54 minutes of daylight, March 1st - 11 hours 
and 10 minutes of daylight) and the seed catalogs are 
now fully tattered from planning and dreaming - spring 
will be along directly.  
(Note:  “seed catalog” is another name for “hope”!) 
 
Super Bowl Sunday - February 7th 
Traditionally, this is an unofficial holiday to spend with 
friends and family in front of the television surrounded 
by (generally unhealthy) snacks and yelling.  This year a 
group of people in a small indoor space - especially  
yelling -  is not a good idea, but watching the Super Bowl 
in your bubble still offers a change from day to day  
routines. By adding some fruit and veggies to those 
snacks, and standing/walking/doing the chicken dance/
jump rope maybe... during the commercials - it becomes 
a healthier activity! Win-Win! 
 
 
Let the Beauty We Love 
There is much pain in the world.  There is also beauty - 
and strength, compassion and love.  Some days we just 
need that reminder. 
From 9:00-6:00 on February 8th, 9th, and 10th there will 
be a bucket of red carnations just inside the Pastors door 
in the back of the church building. Please stop in and 
take one to put on your table, or to give to a neighbor.  
Red for heart month.  Red for a bit of color against the 
greys and whites of the landscape. A red flower as a  
reminder that there is beauty in the world. 
Today, like every other day, we wake up empty 
and frightened.  Don’t open the door to the study  
and begin reading.  Take down a musical instrument. 
Let the beauty we love be what we do. 
There are hundreds of ways to kneel and kiss the ground.  
Rumi 
 
 
 
 

Heart Month and Lent Together 
The American Heart Associations’ initiative “Go Red for 
Women” is designed to increase heart health awareness 
- specifically through education regarding risk factors 
and the encouragement to take control over individual 
health. Per the AHA, “nearly 80% of cardiac events can 
be prevented” (For both men and women!), and we 
know that it’s better to prevent something than to try to 
fix it once it’s broken… 
February is Heart Month. We also know that relation-
ships have a great impact on emotional health, and that 
emotions play a key role in physical health. (Therefore, 
relationships affect physical health…)  It’s all about  
choices - not using nicotine, being active, eating more 
fruits/veggies/whole grains and less sugar and fat, stress 
management, maintaining a healthy weight, consuming 
at most 1 alcohol beverage per day, (less is better and 
drinking 7 at a time once a week doesn’t count), reach-
ing out to friends and involving Primary Care Providers in 
devising “the plan” to stay healthy.  
On February 17th we enter into the Lenten season - a 
time of reflection and rededication.  Jesus spent 40 days 
isolated from family/friends/routine - and looked at un-
truths - the things that tempted him and things that 
could have gotten in his way.  He dealt with these un-
truths and found clarity and direction to begin his  
ministry.  Lent is a time to intentionally spend with God, 
to change a routine, to look at choices and to redefine 
and/or strengthen the direction we’re traveling.    
This year, Valentine's Day is on a Sunday, and in the 
Adult Forums on the 14th and 21st, we’ll be talking about 
the heart - body, mind and spirit.   Wear something red 
or something with red in it (visible and appropriate for a 
Zoom call) for heart health awareness and relationships. 
You are a gift - a single life placed here at this moment in 
time.   
Take care of yourself.  Blessings as you begin your Len-
ten journey. My heart thinks you are special. 
 

Sue Schmitz 
 
  
 
  

 

Parish Nurse 
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Search Committee News  

Dear Fellow Members of Pilgrim UCC,  
 
The search committee came together three times within the last month to prepare for our practice interview. The 
interview was very successful, making our committee ready for live interviews with any candidate. This meeting 
consisted of a minister we chose to interview and a panel of search committee members to ask the questions. Our 
success with the practice interview will become very significant in the coming months when we have narrowed the 
search of candidates. Let’s take a look at the next steps of the search and call process.  
 
In the last week or so, Pilgrim UCC was a hot spot for pastoral candidates looking for a call. We received 14 diverse 
profiles from candidates of various regions in the United Church of Christ system. The committee's next step is to 
individually read each profile and rank them on a scale of 0-3. 0 meaning, not interested at all. 1 meaning somewhat 
interested. 2 meaning interested, and 3 meaning very interested. With this scoring system, all the points will be added 
to determine the candidates that the search committee is most impressed with. After the ranking process, the 
committee will choose around 6 or 7 candidates to interview. Please understand that the process of interviewing 
multiple candidates will be very lengthy and will put plenty of work in the hands of the committee.  
 
To remind you all of the tremendous work the committee has done to get to this point, I would like to repeat my 
introductions from each committee member. First, Tony Prus has been a major asset to the committee by writing a 
large portion of our Local Church Profile, presenting information in meetings, and creating a masterful ranking system 
to score each candidate based on our interests. There is not enough said about Tony’s contribution to the search 
committee.  
 
Next, Gary Ring has been a leader as well as a consistent hard-worker to ensure that our church can thrive in the 
future. Gary leads each meeting, while delivering printed profiles to each committee member and communicating 
anything that is of importance. Overall, he deserves a great deal of praise because of his commitment to Pilgrim’s 
success.  
 
The next committee member who is very trustworthy is Peg Bradley. The committee genuinely enjoys her message to 
begin each meeting, as well as her insight and willingness to take on any task. Being on the previous search and call 
committee to call Pastor Ted, Peg’s knowledge is very vital in the efficiency of the process.  
 
Sue Schmitz was also a member of the previous search and call committee, which allows her to bring forth ingenious 
ideas to the team. Along with her great deal of knowledge, she has been willing and able to communicate with the 
leaders of the church to exchange all the information the committee needs. Sue really deserves considerable applause 
due to her contribution not only to the search committee, but to Pilgrim as a whole.  
 
 The individuals that are involved with the information coming out of each meet are Jeff Siemers and Drew Mueller. Jeff 
collects the minutes to pass them on to Drew, where he can use that information to communicate with every 
congregation member. While working hard to extract the high volume of information coming out of each meeting, Jeff 
has been present in every meeting, providing his powerful insight and knowledge. I can justify his worth to the 
committee because of his commitment, hard-work, and proud personality.  
 
Along with Tony, Barb Roder contributed to writing Pilgrim’s Local Church Profile. She has proved her worth of skills in 
comprehension of material and writing. Barb creates an environment at each meeting that is very enjoyable and lively. 
With her beautiful personality, she takes on a large portion of the committee work and always meets the due dates for 
each piece of material. In the end, Barb will be remembered for who she is as a person and how she conducts herself 
on a daily basis.  
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(Search committee cont.) 

 
Finally, Jim Bentley brings everything together. He ensures that everything the committee submits to the UCC board is 
correctly punctuated. Along with his editorial skills, Jim provides thoughtful discernment to each meeting by certifying 
all of the committee’s finalizations. In other words, Jim works with a great effort and passion that is unmatchable.  
 
Each member of the search committee has contributed gratefully in their own respective categories. Our efficiency as a 
team will give Pilgrim the pleasure of calling a wonderful new pastor. The committee asks that you all pray for us as we 
are working extensively to find an equitable candidate to lead us. Until I inform you all again, the committee would like 
to send out prayers for everyone’s safety and well-being. God Bless!  
 
Respectfully Submitted by Drew Mueller, Search Committee Quill Writer (Communication to the Congregation)    
 
Thanks! 
 

 Drew 
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KIVA 

Eco-Friendly Loans Given Through KIVA 
 
Each time the Outreach Ministry makes a loan through KIVA, an article in the Quill appears describing the type of loan 
and who receives it.  Over the years many of you have probably become very familiar with what KIVA is and what it 
does to improve the lives of people around the world.  For those of you who are new to Pilgrim, KIVA is a 501(C)3 U.S. 
nonprofit organization.  KIVA’s mission is to connect people through lending to alleviate poverty.  KIVA works with  
micro finance institutions on five continents to provide loans to people without access to traditional banking systems.  
Pilgrim made its first loan in 2012 and has been re-loaning paid back loans ever since! 
 
Recently KIVA featured people who were asking for eco-friendly loans.  Protecting the environment and creating  
economic growth don’t always go hand in hand, but by supporting these loans we give people access to products that 
reduce pollution and provide sustainable energy, and support businesses that promote recycling.  Since our church 
family understands the importance of protecting God’s creation, we gave two loans to support that vision. 
 
The first loan of $200 went to Veronica who is a farmer in Calarasi, Moldova. 
The loan will help her build a greenhouse and buy a spraying unit to increase her farm capacity.  Veronica thanks KIVA 
leaders for the previous loan that helped her to buy 2 hectares of agricultural land for planting vines.  She was able to 
diversify her business and earn income to support her family.  She is a hardworking woman.  She grows tomatoes, cu-
cumbers and sweet peppers to sell.  This is the only source of income for the family and she makes every effort to 
maintain her business.  Due to unfavorable weather conditions and acid rain, Veronica and her husband did not get the 
harvest they were expecting.  Therefore, they built a small greenhouse to plant vegetables, and this year they were 
satisfied with the production obtained.  She has decided to build a bigger and more durable greenhouse to get an even 
richer harvest and to purchase a necessary spraying unit.  She is confident she will be able to achieve her goals and en-
sure a better life for her family. 
 
Khudoyberdi is a farmer who lives in Istaravshan, Tajikistan.  This loan of $100 will help buy mineral and organic fertiliz-
ers and vegetable seeds in order to get a good harvest.  He is a hardworking, patient and sociable man.  He was born in 
1972, is married and has a child.  He lives in a rural area with good conditions for the cultivation of agricultural crops.  
Khudoyberdi is engaged in the cultivation of various types of vegetables and grain crops.  He is also engaged in cattle 
breeding and sells homemade dairy products.  Thanks to his hard work and cultivation of the land, he provides his fam-
ily with good living conditions.  After he harvests his crops, he sells them in the local market.  He is a returning borrow-
er and has a positive credit history. 
 
While our lives are separated by miles and much different cultures, we share a love of our earth with Veronica and 
Khudoyberdi.  Pilgrim’s solar panels and our friends’ sustainable farming practices bring us together.  We are grateful 
to KIVA for making this relationship possible.  Learn more about KIVA on their website www.kiva.org. 



 

 12 

Dear Pilgrim UCC, 
 Please accept this letter of gratitude for your 
$500 donation. Your gift is a wonderful help in our efforts 
of promoting our mission of global partnerships, edu-
cating our community on the social and environmental 
benefits of Fair Trade, and encouraging people to be-
come more mindful of buying and consuming.  
 
    Peace & Blessings, 
    Bonnie Knoke 
    Just Fare Market 
 
Dear Pilgrim UCC, 
 On behalf of all of us at NAMI Fond du Lac & 
Friendship Corner, we want to thank you for your  
generous donation of $500. 
 Your donation will help us in reaching out to  
family members and friends of persons with mental ill-
ness with valuable programs, and to our community with 
opportunities for awareness on mental health issues.   
 
    Respectfully, 
    Dale Hans, Treasurer 
    NAMI Fond du Lac 
 
Dear Pilgrim Members, 
 Thank you so much for your generous donation 
to ASTOP Sexual Abuse Center. As a friend of ASTOP, the 
kindness and consideration you have shown will assist us 
in our efforts to meet the needs of the people in our 
community who have been affected by sexual abuse.  
 Your support will help ensure that our commit-
ment to assisting survivors through treatment, outreach 
and prevention continues.  
 
    Sincerely, 
    Nicole Krause 
    Executive Director 
     
 

Thank you…. Dear Pilgrim UCC, 
 Thank you for your generous gift to Back Bay 
Mission! Your gift to Friends of the Mission makes it 
possible to meet the most urgent needs of the poor 
and marginalized of the Mississippi Gulf Coast.  
 Most importantly, your gift is making sure that 
Back Bay Mission is here to provide a safe and welcom-
ing place for everyone who comes through our doors. 
Thank you for partnering with us through your gener-
ous gift. We—and those we serve—are ever grateful.  
 
    Grace and Peace, 
                Rev. Alice Graham, Ph.D 
 
Dear Pilgrim, 
 Thank you is not enough to express how much 
your gift means. In our community, almost half now 
qualify for some form of assistance and there are 
waves of newly unemployed and underemployed indi-
viduals coming to us. They face delayed evictions  & 
foreclosures. Many for the first time. To these people, 
your gift of $500 becomes love in a tangible form, help-
ing them long after the red kettles disappear, reaching 
forward to where their greatest needs may be in 2021.  
May God richly bless you. 
 
   Our deepest gratitude, 
   Majors Jon & Kim Welch 
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February Birthdays 

 1  Randy Mittelstaedt 
 3 Ruth Willett 
  5 Judie Behnke 
 6 Mikayla Schmid 
 7 Vickie Dietenberger 
 Kayden Keys 
12 Jeff Siemers  
 Bridget Keys 
 Lily Mae LaLuzerne 
14  Kathleen Dille 
15 Barbara Geiger 
17  Kay Lynn Speidel 
 
 
 
 

19  Bayard Frederick 
 Julie Schmitz 
21 Donna McCulloch 
22   Judy Muthig 
24 Neal Sieglaff 
26 Stuart Henderson 
28 Dianne Bentley 
 Gayle Mandel 
 Emily Johnson 
 Hannah Wright 

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  If you have a 
birthday or anniversary this month and your name is not 
on the list, perhaps we don’t have your information.  
Please call Jill in the church office (921-0415) or fill out 
the form below so your name can be included next year! 

  

If you would like your birthday and/or anniversary 
listed in The Quill, just fill out this form and return it 

to the church office. 
 
Name: ____________________________________  
 
Birthday: __________________________________  
 
Anniversary: ________________________________  
 

Retailers eager to capture some of the $20 billion 
that Americans spend every year for Valentine’s Day 
gifts are moving beyond candy and flowers. For an 
outside-the-box edible present for that special 
someone, now you can purchase a bouquet of bacon 
roses, pickles or even Olive Garden breadsticks. If 
money is tight, you can visit Waffle House on  
February 14, the one night it takes reservations. 
  
Last year, a most unusual Valentine’s Day promotion 
had no takers. A reptile park in Mosca, Colorado, 
offered a two-for-one deal on gator-wrestling  
classes, but no one “snapped” up the opportunity. 
Maybe another heart-shaped box of chocolates isn’t 
such a bad idea after all! 

Love Bites!! 
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Pilgrim United Church of Christ 
Council Meeting Minutes 

December 14, 2020 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:10 pm by Bayard Frederick via Zoom 
Pastor Richard shared a reading called Christmas Story: For the Man Who Hated Christmas by Nancy Gavin. This was 
followed by a prayer. 
Members present: Pastor Richard Feyen, Bud Browning, Bayard Fredrick, Sharon Menger, Patti Burns, Karen Goodacre, 
Avery Geiger, Barb Geiger, Tom Kirchhoff, Donna Jost, Linda Stutz, Jean Wright, and Patty Minter. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  The Secretary’s Reports from Nov 16, 2020 was reviewed. A motion was made by Sharon Menger 
and seconded by Bud Browning to accept the report with the correction to Nominating Committee being Donna Jost as 
treasurer with Connie Anderson and Bobbie Flaherty as assistant treasurers. Motion carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: $10,000 in donations have been received for the Ham Dinner. Thank you to Bud for 24 years of  
service as Treasurer for Pilgrim. A motion was made by Avery Geiger and seconded by Karen Goodacre to accept the 
treasurer’s report as presented. Motion carried. 
 
Pastor’s Report: See written report 
A downloadable church service from the National Office will be presented Sunday Dec. 27, 2020 
Pastor has held conversations with all staff members and strives to keep in touch.  
A $4,000 gift was received to use toward updating the church sound system. 
Monitoring Covid-19 FDL Co Health Dept. website. 
Attended Zoom NE Association mtg. 
Pastor Feyen facilitates a clergy support group via Zoom 
Office Hours: will continue to be Mon. – Wed. 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  
Concerns: The coming holiday season and the impact of isolation 
 
Vice President’s – Thank you to Bayard Frederick for his leadership of the church council   
 
President’s Report: None 
 
Old Business:   
 Keys have been returned from youth leaders. 
Kitchen door code and Janitor’s closet lock box code has been changed. 
  
New Business:  
A motion was made by Linda Stutz and seconded by Karen Goodacre to present a gift certificate to Neil Sieglaff in  
appreciation for his services in 2020. Neil has made it possible to live stream church services during COVID time.  A big 
thank you to Neil for his time, talent and dedication to Pilgrim Church  
A proposal was presented by Sharon Menger and Bud Browning to add a 3 % increase in wages for Adult Ed Coordina-
tor, Christian Ed Coordinator, Office Director, and Choir Accompanist. Karen Goodacre abstained to the proposed  
budget. Council approved the proposal. Budget will be presented at the annual congregational meeting. 
A motion was made by Bud Browning and seconded by Avery Geiger to use $3500.00 of the Council’s portion (line item 
#134) of the Trust Fund for the Building Fund. Motion approved. 
 
Ministry Reports:  
Christian Outreach –Coats for Kids completed. Angel Tree and Toys for Tots will begin.  
 
Worship and Music – The Christmas Eve Service was taped this week. It will air as live stream on YouTube and can be 
watched on Facebook after the initial live stream 
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Christian Education – Karen Goodacre is trying to stay connected with church families. Hosting a second Zoom Game 
Night on Jan. 22, 2021. Christmas cards were sent to Sunday school kids. 
 
SCRIP Update – Encourage purchasing of script to support Pilgrim. Sales are down. Please contact Karen Goodacre with 
script orders. Consider placing an order for Christmas gift needs.  
 
Property & Maintenance –Pest control has been called to address the mouse problem in the kitchen. 
 
Lay Life & Leadership - no report 
 
Stewardship & Finance – Letters went out to the congregation with pledge cards. Audits will be conducted in January. 
Membership & Evangelism – Rev. Feyen will do a Facebook advertisement promotion our Christmas worship service. 
Cards were sent out to the congregation with invitation to the live stream Christmas Eve Service. Working on an Emer-
gency Preparedness plan. 
 
Nominating Committee: Proposal made for the following nominations for 2021: President – Barb Geiger, Vice Presi-
dent – Patti Burns, Secretary – Wendy Ellison, Treasurer – Donna Jost with Bobbie Flaherty, Connie Anderson as assis-
tants to the treasurer, Diane Bentley will be Financial Assistant 
 
Ham Dinner – $10,000 in donations have been received. 
 
Celebration: Thank you to Bud Browning for his dedication to Pilgrim in the Treasurer role since 1996. Thank you to 
Neil Sieglaff for his dedication to the sound and projection system that allows for live streaming services.   
 
The meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 
Next meeting will be held Jan. 18, 2021, @ 6:00 pm  
Minutes respectfully submitted by Patti Burns, Secretary  
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Pilgrim United Church of Christ 
535 Stow Street 
Fond du Lac, WI 54935-2865 

Phone: 920-921-0415 
Email: pilgrim.info@pilgrimuccfdl.org 
Website: www.pilgrimuccfdl.org 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Fond du Lac, WI 

Permit No. 182 

The Pilgrim Quill 
February 2021 

 

Pilgrim United Church of Christ Mission Statement 
 

Pilgrim United Church of Christ, a theologically progressive Christian church, pursues growth in faith, social justice, and 
respect for all voices-with Jesus as our model for how to live and love. 
 

Those Who Serve 
Interim Pastor ...................................................................................................................................... Rev. Richard Feyen 
Administrative Assistant .................................................................................................................................. Jill Barbeau 
Parish Nurse ....................................................................................................................................................Sue Schmitz 
Sunday School Director ............................................................................................................................ Karen Goodacre 
Youth Director ....................................................................................................................................................................   
Adult Education Director .............................................................................................................................. Suzette Curtis 
Organist ....................................................................................................................................................... Helen Gilsdorf 
Choir Director ................................................................................................................................................. Zachary Ball 
Choir Accompanist .............................................................................................................................................................  
Custodian ........................................................................................................................................................ Nick Bonnell 
Church Council President ................................................................................................................................ Barb Geiger 
Church Council Vice President.......................................................................................................................... Patti Burns 
Church Council Secretary ............................................................................................................................ Wendy Ellison 
Church Treasurer .............................................................................................................................................. Donna Jost 
  

We are happy to send you our newsletter, but if you no longer wish to receive it, 
please contact us and we will remove you from our mailing list. 


