The Pilgrim Quill
MAY 2022

Dear Friends,

“Are we there, yet?” Do you remember asking
that question when you were on a family vacation,
or a trip across town to Gramma and Grandpa’s house?
Those words of anticipation came to my mind
today.
During these past few years, we all have lived
“waiting” lives: Pilgrim Church has been waiting
to be back worshipping in person again … that
happened twice. We were waiting to sing together in
worship services…and we are “there”! We are waiting
for COVID to be gone and thus, we still recommend
that “masking” is the best policy for everyone’s safety.
(We are not “there,” yet.) We waited for the Search
Committee to recommend a candidate to be called as
“settled” Pastor. (We “got there” in February.) We are
waiting for Pastor Rob Van Ess to arrive in Fond du Lac.
He and his husband, Nicky Banks, will be “here” in
Fond du Lac by the time you are reading this ☺
We are waiting for Pastor Rob to begin serving as
Pilgrim Pastor, May 16th.
As for me…I’m waiting to learn where I will be
serving next as Interim Pastor. My time here at Pilgrim
UCC will be coming to an end on Sunday, May 15th.
That day will first and foremost be a longawaited Confirmation Day for Gavin,
Martial and Olivia. They will affirm the
faith that their parents promised to share
with them on the day of their Baptisms.
We wait and we wonder and go without
knowing exactly where it is. The days are here, my
friends: days of new beginnings; days to look back and
give thanks; days to look forward to what God has
waiting for us. (It now seems strange that I should have
written those words last week, when just yesterday,
at our Council meeting, I shared a devotional that
included Dag Hammarskjold’s words: “For all that has
been, Thanks! For all that will be, Yes!”
These past six months have whizzed by! I must
admit that the only thing that I am not anxiously
awaiting is the “leaving.” Many thanks to all of you,
Pilgrim brothers and sisters… for your extravagant
welcome and for all that we have accomplished

together since November 8th, 2021. I will always hold
you in my heart and in my prayers.
God’s blessings will be with us all, as God sets
into place what’s next here, and as we all say, “Yes!”

The WI Conference UCC has extended a call to the Annual Meeting that will once again be held at the Green
Lake Conference Center, June 9-12.
The theme: “Building up the Beloved Community”
The Scripture: John 13:34
A new commandment I give to you, that you
love one another: just as I haveloved you, you also are
to love one another.
This year’s theme will recognize the toll that
the pandemic has taken on congregations, pastors and
lay leaders. It will focus on tending to both individual
and congregational wellness, lifting up best practices
and good strategies for fostering healthy church
dynamics and challenging us to think in fresh ways
about the Church.
Barb Geiger and Chris Frederick are setting up
a Pilgrim UCC “History” table that will be among other
WI Conference churches’ tables. Thanks!
Saturday is the busiest day for keynote
speakers and workshops. Check it out here:
https://www.wcucc.org/about-wcucc/annual-meeting/
agenda/saturday-june-11/
Register here: https://www.wcucc.org/aboutwcucc/annual-meeting/registration/
Please think about attending!
Consider yourself, nudged.
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joining a church is not like joining a
gym?
When you want to get in shape, you don’t
have to stand up and make promises in front of
everyone at the gym. (And thank goodness for that!)
At the gym, you’re signing up to receive certain
services, to use the equipment and to receive advice
from experts, all as part of a financial transaction.
We call that a culture of membership.
But…when you join a church, you’re not just
on the receiving end, but on the giving end as well.
You are promising to do more than show up and use
the facilities. Will you hold other people in prayer
and in love? Will you make a contribution to the
community by volunteering as you are able and
financially? And let’s be clear, you are considering
all of this because somewhere in your journey, you
sensed that there was more to this life than what
you see in front of you. You sense that God is still
speaking.
You will make a difference and the church
will be different because you have joined it. As we
grow and change together, in a community centered
not on ourselves but on God, we call this a culture
of discipleship.
As disciples, we are assured that, “No matter
who we are or where we are on our life’s journey, we
are welcome here!”
If you would like to know more about our
church or would like to talk to me or to Pastor Rob
(when he arrives), about joining in the membership
of Pilgrim UCC, please call: 920-921-0415 or send
an email: pilgrim.pastor@pilgrimuccfdl.org
Meanwhile, check out: ucc.org
and pilgrimuccfdl.org
If you would like to subscribe to Daily
Devotionals that are written by the Still Speaking
Writer’s Group of the UCC:
https://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/

A Service of Celebration of
Catherine Krail’s Life

On Saturday, May 7th, there will be a
service of Celebration of Catherine Krail’s Life
here at Pilgrim. Catherine was a long time
member here at Pilgrim and passed away on
December 19, 2021.
Visitation will be from 10:00AM –
11:00AM with the service to begin at 11:00AM.
Pastor Mary Jo Laabs and Reverend Steven Hecky
will be officiating.
Coffee and cake will be served in the
Fellowship Hall immediately following the service
and for those wishing to attend, the committal
service will take place at 1:15PM at Rienzi
Cemetery.
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News from Council President, Barb Geiger
Yay it is almost May! Bring on the warmth,
sun and new life that typically arrives with this
month. This month is a busy and celebratory month
for Pilgrim with 3 coffee hours planned. This is not a
normal year with the many transitions Pilgrim is going
through but we want to show our thanks and
appreciation for the following special occasions:
On May 1st, we plan to recognize Helen
Gilsdorf for all the beautiful music she provided
Pilgrim for nearly 3 years.
May 15th is Confirmation Sunday as well as
Pastor Mary Jo’s last Sunday with us.
May 22nd is Pastor Rob’s first Sunday

Pastor Mary Jo: Thank you for all your
dedication, flexibility & faith. And, sharing your
many wonderful talents. We are very grateful for
your time with us. Many thoughts and prayers for
you with your next opportunities to serve.
The organist position at Pilgrim is being
posted and interviewing has begun. The name has
been changed to “Worship Musician” to better reflect
the role as the person has to play both the piano
and organ.
A new cleaning service has started and the
person doing this work will be in the church on
Thursday mornings. Thanks to Avery for all his time
and effort on this and to ALL who helped out.
Lots of opportunities for joy this month at
Pilgrim. Some I’m aware of are:
1) Rummage Sale - it is great news that Chris
Clementi & Bobbie Flaherty are willing to resume.
It’s rewarding to declutter!
2) Back by Request is another Family Fun
Night on May 20th.
3) The Sunday forum on May 8th and May
15th will be showing a special film entitled
“Mission: Joy”.
“What we are all looking for, even though we are
searching in the most improbable places, is infinite wisdom,
infinite joy, infinite love. In other words, we are trying to
discover our real nature. . . .
Though different religions call it by different
names, the goal is always the same. It is nirvana to the
Buddhist, moksha to the Hindu; Jesus calls it "entering the
kingdom of heaven within." To the Sufis it is union with the
Beloved; to Jewish mystics, it is the return to the Promised
Land. No matter what they call it, all the great religions
point to the same supreme goal.”
— Eknath Easwaran, Words To Live By

Sunday May 1st
(after the coffee hour)
Spring Clean-up Day at Church
Pick Your Project!

There will be mulch to add to the bush
and tree memorial area, the church sign needs
cleaning, clean up around the bushes around
the church. Window cleaning.
Bring your rake or whatever you need
for tools.
An order for nice weather has been
submitted!!
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Adult Education
ADULT FORUM meets on Sunday mornings from
10:15AM to 11:15AM in the sanctuary for those who
would like to attend in person. We will have a few
minutes to chat after worship and before the program
begins promptly at 10:15. If you would prefer to join
from the comfort of your own home, the link for the
programs will remain the same throughout the winter/
spring semester.
Join Zoom Meeting:
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86527265927?
pwd=akZvb2ZnZDRoM1lsZmEyWnZyYVpEUT09
Meeting ID: 865 2726 5927

May 1

Coffee Hour

May 8-15

“Mission: Joy”
Documentary

Passcode: 609609

Deeply moving and laugh-out-loud funny,
Mission: JOY is a documentary with unprecedented
access to the unlikely friendship of two international
icons who transcend religion: His Holiness the Dalai
Lama and Archbishop Tutu. In their final joint mission,
these self-described mischievous brothers give a
master class in how to create joy in a world that was
never easy for them. They offer neuroscience-backed
wisdom to help each of us live with more joy, despite
circumstances.
Inspired by New York Times bestseller The
Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World,
the film showcases the exchange between these two
Nobel Peace Prize winners that led to that book.
Consisting largely of never-before-seen footage shot
over 5 days at the Dalai Lama’s residence in
Dharamsala, the film invites viewers to join these
luminaries behind the scenes as they recount stories
from their lives, each having lived through periods of
incredible difficulty and strife. With genuine affection,
mutual respect and a healthy dose of teasing, these
unlikely friends impart lessons gleaned from lived
experience, ancient traditions, and the latest cuttingedge science regarding how to live with joy in the face
of all of life’s challenges from the extraordinary to the
mundane. Mission: Joy is an antidote for the times.
- Roco Films

BIBLE WITH BAGELS
Meets Wednesday mornings from 9:00AM to 10:30AM
via Zoom. The link for these meetings will remain the
same for each Wednesday throughout the winter/spring
semester. To join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88978012384?
pwd=cGxJa0pJbExSM0FFWEtIMmtJYzNodz09
Meeting ID: 889 7801 2384
Passcode: 762316

May 4-11 Prophetic Voices
This Special Collection of five films represents
what I like to think of as “narrative theology.” Through
the lives of these inspiring and courageous figures we
are able to experience at a deeper level how they
understood the God of their traditions, and how that
guided both their private and public lives through some
of the most turbulent events of the 20th century.
The caliber of people who offered to come
forward to be interviewed for this series is testimony
itself to the urgency that won’t allow these figures
to be forgotten. President Jimmy Carter, Civil Rights
icons John Lewis, Andrew Young and Jesse Jackson,
theologians Stanley Hauerwas and Walter
Brueggemann, public figures like Martin Sheen and
writer David Brooks – not only help make for engaging
television but provide a defining statement to the
timeless importance of these five prophetic voices.
- Martin Doblmeier
May 4 - Abraham Joshua Heschel
Leader: Peg Bradley
May 11 - Dorothy Day
Leader: Ellen Sieglaff
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May 18

St. Katharine Drexel Shelter
Leader: Amy Loof
Director of Homeless Services
Solutions Center

Faith-based organizations serve as the backbone of the emergency shelter system in this country.
The partnership between SVdP and Solutions Center
represents a convergence of resources by two trusted
local organizations that have a proven record of
success, accountability and creativity.
Our organizations place a high value on
positively impacting the human condition and
subsequently, improving the lives of our neighbors.
This shelter is a very tangible way of how we can
help individuals and families thrive.
With generous support from the community,
together we will build and operate the new
St. Katharine Drexel Shelter to provide a safe and
structured living environment for singles and families
experiencing homelessness.

Suzette Curtis

CREATION CARE
“You are called to care for creation, not only as
responsible citizens, but as followers of Christ!”
- Pope Francis
Early in 2020, just before the coronavirus
set in, the UCC Council for Climate Justice issued an
urgent plea to help rescue our planet from peril. The
Kairos Call to Action invites congregations of the
United Church of Christ to commit to a series of
climate saving actions over the next 10 years.
Guided by the Kairos Call to Action adopted at the
2020 Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin Conference
of the UCC, the Conference seeks to covenant with
congregations and their members, empowering all
of us to take on the crucial work of climate justice.
By the end of 2022, the goal is to have 150 congregations signed on.
Pilgrim has already begun the work of
exploring alternative energy with the installation of
our solar panels, updating energy-efficient light bulbs
and thermostats; sustainability practices to include
recycling; and educational opportunities that explore
climate justice. But there is much more we can do,
much more we must do - not only inside and outside
our church home, but in our individual households
and for all of Mother Earth and her creation.
I am looking for a group of tree-hugging,
nature-loving, climate justice enthusiasts to join me
in the formation of a Creation Care Team at Pilgrim.
This team will work closely with, and under the
guidance of, the Property & Maintenance Ministry.
Some of the team’s first tasks will be to
assess what we are already doing and what we
can build on, explore program possibilities for
sustainability, and create and submit a Covenant
of Creation Care with action items.
If you are interested in joining the team or
have questions, please contact Tracy Abler at
920.602.2454 or tracyl.abler@gmail.com.
Thank you!
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MOTHER’S DAY
MAY 8, 2022
SUBMIT THIS FORM WITH YOUR BLANKET
DONATION ON OR BEFORE
TUESDAY, MAY 3, 2022

GIVEN BY: ________________________________________________________
In Honor of: _______________________________________________________
In Memory of: _____________________________________________________
Number of Blankets _______ @ $10.00 each
Check to be made out to Pilgrim Church and notate Blanket Sunday in the memo.

Caring for God’s Creation
Carve out time for landscape or garden
planning. Cut back on or eliminate
pesticide use this year. What role could
native and pollinator friendly plants play
in your landscape? Write down one
planned action you will take to honor
God’s creation with your landscape or
garden plans.
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Notes from Karen
(Our Sunday School Director)

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Fondy Food Pantry Collections
Thanks to everyone who has donated so graciously to our Sunday School Service
Projects with our monthly donations to the Fondy Food Pantry. In April, we had a very successful drive
for toilet paper which the Fondy Food Pantry was very thankful to receive. As we bring our Sunday
School program year to a close, we will collect canned or individually packaged fruit cups for the
remainder of May.

Heifer International Collection
Thank you EVERYONE for your continued support of our Heifer International penny collection. We have
raised over $100 at the time of this article and will continue to collect through the end of our program year which
goes until May 22nd. The students whom you may have seen standing in the narthex following worship services
have certainly enjoyed holding the collection containers and conversing with many of you.

Intergenerational Family Fun Night– Games & Crafts
We heard from several of you that you enjoyed our last family fun night playing games and
making a few crafts and looked forward to attending another one.
So with that being said….the CE ministry has decided to offer one more game night on
Friday, May 20th when we will be hosting an intergenerational evening of fun playing games like
cribbage, UNO and other board or card games of your choice. We encourage you to invite a friend
to come along and join the festivities! If you haven’t given a family fun night activity a try yet, we
encourage you to do so. We will begin at 6:00PM and go until 7:30PM. There will an “art” table
set up for kids who might like to work there for a bit. So, come join your Pilgrim friends for an
evening of fun, fellowship and as always, some laughter!

Confirmation
We will be celebrating Confirmation Sunday on May 15th. Our three confirmation students
are Martial Blanc, Gavin Lipke and Olivia Schilling. A special thanks to their mentors: Linda Stutz,
Neal Sieglaff and Pastor Mary Jo.
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Recognition Sunday
On Sunday, May 22nd, the Christian Education Ministry would like to recognize the Sunday school students
as well as the wonderful adults who helped with our programming this year. We will also be giving our 3 rd graders
their very own personalized Bibles (they would have received them as 2nd graders but we did not have in person
classes last year due to the pandemic).
This year our Sunday school program tried a new curriculum as we moved to having our preschool through
5th graders in a one room Sunday school and our 6th -9th graders continued in their own classroom together.
As always, we couldn’t accomplish these classes without the help of the wonderful volunteers who agree
to teach and shepherd our special children and youth. A huge and special thanks to the following:
Chris Clementi
Judi Faubel
Vicki Lamb
Nicki Lipke

Donna Overbo
Teresa Prus
Tony Prus
Patty Minter

Gary Ring
Fran Schmid
Jeff Siemers
Jean Wright

Church Camp
There’s still time to sign up for attending church camp at one of our three beautiful
locations. Go to ucci.org to check out all the wonderful opportunities. As always, there are scholarships available.
Please talk with Karen if you have any questions.
Blessings,
Karen

SCRIP
Whether it’s celebrating Mother’s Day or getting work done around the house in preparation for
summer, don’t forget to use SCRIP at local restaurants (there are many to choose from) or home improvement stores such as Fleet Farm, Menards, Lowe’s or Home Depot. Please plan ahead so that I can meet your
needs as we continue to keep the SCRIP program thriving here at Pilgrim. If you want to purchase SCRIP that
I do not have on hand on any given Sunday, then I will be able to order it and have it available the very next
Sunday.
Of course there is also your everyday visits to local grocery stores, gas stations and fast food
restaurants that I try to have on hand each Sunday morning. If you have questions as to how the SCRIP
program works please stop and visit me at the SCRIP table in the narthex on Sunday mornings or give me a
call at 920-904-5740. THANKS!!!
Karen Goodacre
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Parish Nurse
Shoulders up – Shoulders back – Head up –
Phone down

May was named for the Roman Goddess
“Maia”, who oversaw the growth of plants. It is halfway between the spring equinox and the summer
solstice. Celebrate the return of spring, lengthening
daylight and the sprouting fields!

Observances in May:

Nurses Week (May 6-12)
Like Public Health Awareness Week last
month…our health workers have set a new bar for
“above and beyond” over the past 2 years. Please
offer them up in prayer.
The Outdoor Farmers Market starts on May 14th in
Fond du Lac. Fresh and local matters!
National Stroke Month
The acronym to remember is FAST – Facial
Drooping, Arm Weakness, Speech Difficulty and Time
to Call 911. Any of those symptoms should result in
calling 911 to get the maximum amount of help
quickly.
Check out the bulletin board for more
information about stroke symptoms.

Arthritis Awareness Month
Arthritis is one of the most widespread health
conditions and it can affect both adults and children.
There are 100 types of arthritis. The most common
are osteo (wear and tear), rheumatoid (immune
system attacks healthy joint cells in error), psoriatic
(associated with psoriasis and joint inflammation),
fibromyalgia, (pain and stiffness throughout the body)
and gout (inflammation of a joint due to uric acid
crystals). Routine walking, stretching and range of
motion exercises continue to be the best way to
maintain “muscle-around-the-joint” strength. This
month recommit to walking and/or being as active as
able. If you have joint pain, talk with your Primary
Care Provider about safe exercises.

Mental Health Awareness Month “Together for
Mental Health”
Given the past 2 years (and ongoing….) of
stress, isolation and uncertainty, the need to focus on
mental and physical health simultaneously has never
been more important. People with mental illness
have higher rates of obesity, cardiovascular disease
and metabolic disease. These conditions worsen
overall health and reduce lifespans. Nutrition,
exercise, spiritual and social connections and
medication are all treatment tools. Mind – Body –
Spirit.
No Mow May
This is an initiative to help boost the population of bees and other pollinators by giving them
more “food” options as they come out of hibernation.
There’s a good/basic article about No Mow May
on the Wisconsin Public Radio website if you’re
interested.
However…a Reminder about pollen and
breathing….The Midwest is a pollen hot-spot and if
you have “Environmental Allergies” (dust, dander,
grasses, pollen, ragweed…) please be proactive. For
example, there are prescription nasal sprays and
antihistamines that can help prevent symptoms
rather than just lessening them. For those who use a
“rescue inhaler”, (short acting – use when feeling
short of breath and/or wheezing) you may notice
needing to use it more often during the spring and
fall months.
You may not want to participate in No Mow
May….and your Primary Care Provider can help if your
current medication isn’t working well.
Viruses – The more you know…Stomach Flu
Stomach Flu is a virus. It’s not “Influenza”
but it is a viral illness and is referred to as
“Gastroenteritis”. The 2 most common types are
Norovirus and Rotavirus - which cause an illness
“characterized by irritation and inflammation of the
stomach and intestine”. Or as described in my family
– the pukey poopies, body aches, fever, and fatigue.
Transmission is by contact with an infected
person or consuming contaminated food or water.
The symptoms appear 1-2 days after exposure, and
the person is contagious from the time of illness until
generally a few days after recovery. (The virus can
remain in stool up to 2 weeks after recovery in some
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people.) Good handwashing, avoiding people who are
ill, disinfecting surfaces and not touching the face are
the best deterrents to becoming ill…sound familiar?
Most people recover within 2-3 days. Contact
your Primary Care Provider if you experience vomiting
for more than 24 hours, you see blood in any vomit or
stool, severe weakness, you feel lightheaded, have
severe stomach pain, or any other concerns.
Gastroenteritis is very common and very
transmittable…it’s a virus.
A reminder… COVID-19 Self-tests can be
purchased at local pharmacy or retail stores, and each
U.S. household is still eligible to receive 2 sets of tests
every 30 days for free at https://www.COVID.gov.

Rummage Sale is Returning! The sale is being planned
for May 19-21. It’s time to be thinking about the
items you might have to contribute. Starting in May,
your items can be brought to church and put in the
Kindergarten Room.
There will be lots of opportunities to join in
the fun of putting together this sale.
Watch for more details to follow!

LOAVES and FISHES
Pilgrim Church will again be participating in
the Loaves and Fishes Program. Loaves and Fishes
provides meals to approximately 300-400 local
people twice a week. Pilgrim has been assigned the
following Wednesday dates for this year:
May 4th
August 17th
November 30th
Each time we provide a meal, several
volunteers are needed to donate and prepare food,
set-up, serve, clean-up and distribute leftovers. It is
hoped that those people who have helped in the
past will again volunteer. New volunteers are
always welcome! Please watch for the sign-up
poster in the narthex prior to each date we are
scheduled for and sign-up so we can plan
accordingly.
If you would like more information about
how you can be involved, please feel free to contact
Jim Bentley at 920-922-5093 or Karen Goodacre at
920-904-5740.
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1
2
4
5
7
8
12
13

17
18
20
21

22

25
26
28
29
31

Nolyn Stutz
Missi Etheridge
Jeanne Koepke
Jill Stenson
Gerald rusch
Martial Blanc
Connie Anderson
Jessica Westphal
Michael Steinke
Mary Mundl
Cameron Olson
Cooper Olson
Jean Fischer
Jill Barbeau
Barb Roder
Donna Jost
Karen McCreedy
Teresa Prus
Erika Schilling
Heather Connor
Peg Bradley
Stephanie Caulfield
Jacob Steier
Pat Caulfield
Tony Prus
Mike Fedyszyn
Don Schmitz
Lilly May Luckow
Albert Curl

Jason & Lisa Laudolff
Mike & Tracy Abler
Rebecca & Brad Dietenberger
Avery & Barb Geiger
Ellen & Len Hynek
Tom & Margaret Richardson

May 3
May 11
May 22
May 24
May 26
May 31

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary? If you have a
birthday or anniversary this month and your name is not
on the list, perhaps we don’t have your information.
Please call Cathy in the church office (921-0415) or fill
out the form below so your name can be included next
year! Thank you!

If you would like your birthday and/or anniversary
listed in The Quill, just fill out this form and return it
to the church office.
Name: ____________________________________
Birthday: __________________________________
Anniversary: ________________________________

12
Ushers for May
Date

9:00 Service

May 1

Bobbie Flaherty & Donna Jost

May 8

Linda Stutz

May 15

Avery & Barb Geiger

May 22

Bobbie Flaherty & Donna Jost

May 29

Gary & Joni Greenfield

Welcomers for May
Date

9:00 Service

May 1

Barb Tadych

May 8

Pat Towne

May 15

Shannon LaLuzerne

May 22

Wendy Ellison

May 29

Ron McCreedy

A Mother’s Day Hymn
Sing praise to our Creator God!
Earth prospers from the way
God “mothers” each new child into
This world day after day.
God fabricates in motherhood
A channel from above
That longs to share with every child
God’s comfort, grace and love!
Sing praise to our Creator God,
Who “mothers” us from birth!
Providing what we truly need
Throughout our lives on earth.

—Peggy Ferrell

Worship Leaders for May
Date

9:00 Service

May 1

Tony Prus

May 8

Noreen Henderson

May 15

Linda Stutz

May 22

Ellen Sieglaff

May 29

Jim Thomas

More than 150 years ago, Memorial Day
took shape amid the backdrop of the U.S. Civil
War. Before it ended, women began decorating
the graves of fallen soldiers. In 1868, when May
30 was designated as Decoration Day, loved ones
placed flowers on the graves of Union and
Confederate soldiers alike.
By 1882, Decoration Day became known
as Memorial Day, and soldiers who died in other
wars were honored too. Over time, it became a
day to remember all loved ones who have died —
in war and otherwise. In 1971, Congress declared
Memorial Day a national holiday to be observed
on the last Monday in May. On Memorial Day,
we pause to remember people who made the
ultimate sacrifice for their country and for our
freedom. We also pray for those who continue
serving, especially those in harm’s way.
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PILGRIM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, MARCH 21, 2022

Present: Patti Burns, Pastor Mary Jo, Neil Sieglaff, Wendy Ellison, Patty Minter, Jim Benson, Suzette Curtis, Donna
Jost, Bayard Fredrick, Karen Goodacre, Jill Barbeau, Fran Schmid
Patti Burns acknowledged a quorum was present and called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.
Pastor Mary Jo opened the meeting with a reading and prayer.
Secretary’s Report: A spelling error was noted. Wendy will make the correction. With the correction made a
motion was made to accept the minutes of the February meeting by Jill Barbeau, the motion was seconded by Karen
Goodacre. The minutes were accepted by unanimous consent.
Treasurer’s Report: Donations are slightly less than 17% but ahead of last year. The deficit is at $6,207 this year as of
now, last year was $13,000. Other information is in attached report. Fran Schmid made a motion to accept the report, Karen Goodacre seconded the motion. The report was accepted by unanimous consent.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Mary Jo’s report is attached. While on vacation April 25th – May 1st, Pastor Dana will provide
services.

Vice President Report: Nothing to report
OLD BUSINESS:
Covid issues: The Wisconsin Council of Churches recommend universal masking indoors with a large group of
people. The Hymn Society recommends masking if individuals are singing. The CDC also recommends masking
when in a large group indoors. Fond du Lac is at a low risk for spread at this time. Patti also had a discussion with
Sue Schmitz regarding optional masking. She is fine with it if the rate of infection goes up we return to masking.
Discussion ensued regarding the wording of signage. Some individuals thought it was saying it was mandatory, others said that it indicated a choice. Signage at the entrances will be reviewed and changed to indicate it is still
recommended but a choice. Discussion also ensued regarding returning the SCRIP table. The table will be returned
with signage that indicates to social distance so as people are not congregating in a group around the table. Patti
Burns will write something for the Friday newsletter that goes out regarding masking in the church.
NEW BUSINESS: Karen Goodacre reports that Chris Clementi and Bobbie Flaherty asked if they can have the spring
rummage sale and can they mandate masks of the public. They also want some committed people to help. Karen
stated that donation items could be brought into the kindergarten room. The church cannot mandate the public
wear masks. Karen will touch base with Chris and Bobbie and explain this. It may change the decision as to if they
have the rummage sale or not.
Karen also stated that a parent approached her about a ‘Go Fund Me’ poster regarding their child, they are not
asking for monies from the church. It was decided this is allowed and the church would not support individual
‘Go Fund Me’ monetarily.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Worship and music: Jim Benson sat in for Linda Stutz (council rep.) - Helen has retired from being the worship
accompanist. We no longer are completing an attendance log.
Christian Education: Karen Goodacre (Council Rep.) Report is attached. There were 29 people for Bingo family night.
The next family night will be on April 8th. Confirmation will be May 15th.
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SCRIP: Karen Goodacre (Council Rep.) We will again have a table for SCRIP after service starting April 24 th.
Property and Maintenance: Neil Sieglaff for Avery Geiger (Council Rep.) Report attached. No changes.
Lay Life: Patty Minter (Council Rep.) No Report
Stewardship and Finance: Bayard Frederick (Council Rep.) No Report
Membership and Evangelism: Fran Schmid (Council Rep.) No Report. The committee is developing a
questionnaire for those who have left or are leaving the church, as well as visitors and new members.
Suggestion was made to develop one for those members who are not seen in the church.
Nomination Committee: Patti Burns (Council Rep.) No report
Ham Dinner: Linda Stutz (Council Rep) No Report
Christian Outreach: Jill Barbeau (Council Rep.) The Birthday Pans are going well. Next month we will be
having a ‘Baby Shower’ for a home for pregnant women.
Memorial Committee: No Report
Trust Fund Report: Pastor Mary Jo. No report.
The meeting closed at 7:48 PM with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted by Wendy Ellison, Secretary
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Wednesday, May 11
Noon
SSM Health Greater Fond du Lac Facebook Page
** Due to updated Wisconsin raffle regulations,
tickets must be purchased in person by cash or check **

GRAND PRIZE: $50,000
Second prize: $10,000 ⋅ Third prize: $5,000
4th - 5th prizes: $2,500
6th - 10th prizes: $1,000
11th - 20th prizes: $500
Raffle Tickets: $50 each / Four for $150 / Nine for
$300
* Tickets can be purchased at one of the retailers below *
Annies Fountain City Cafe
Blanck's Supper Club
Boys & Girls Club
Cedar Lodge
Central Barber
Doyle-Kelly Dentistry
Fond du Lac Regional Clinic Satellite Locations
Fred's Fastrac Sales & Service
Gathered Roots
Guth's Candy
Hierl: Powered by M3 Insurance
Jack Twohig Carpet One
Jim & Linda's Supper Club
Just Love Coffee
Michels Corporation

Partners by Design & Fine Furnishings
Philly’s on 4th
Ripon Community Hospital Information Desk
Schmitty's Bar & Grill
St. Agnes Hospital Gift Shop
St. Agnes Hospital Information Desk
Stuart's Landscaping
The Goldsmith
Theos 24
Twohig Family Dentistry
Twohig Flooring America
Urban Fuel
Waupun Memorial Hospital Information Desk
Wendt's on the Lake
Fond du Lac Family YMCA
Join us live on the Agnesian HealthCare Facebook
page Wednesday, May 11 at noon for this year's raffle
drawing! Proceeds support the Samaritan Health Clinic,
which provides health care to more than 500 underinsured patients annually. The clinic works to provide a
full spectrum of care, helping individuals to navigate
insurance options, finding a primary care provider and
working with local community resources if other needs
arise.
For more information about sponsorships or
donations, please call (920) 926-5418.
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Horicon Marsh Bird Club invites birders of
all skill levels, as well as anyone who enjoys the
great outdoors, to the 25th Annual Horicon Marsh
Bird Festival on May 6-8, 2022. This weekendlong event provides family-friendly activities and
educational experiences designed to showcase
Horicon Marsh’s role as an important habitat for
birds and wildlife.
Highlights of this year’s Bird Festival, NEW
trips to Old Marsh Road, night sounds, paddling
and birding, LIVE birds of prey, smaller more
intimate guided tours and so much more!
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1

Sun
9:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday School
10:15 Coffee Hour Honor Helen Gilsdorf
Spring Clean-Up Day
6:00 NA Mtg

8
9:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday School
10:15 Adult Ed
11:30 Confirm. Class
6:00 NA Mtg

2

Mon

9
11:00 Membership
4:45 Worship
6:00 Property

30

23

16
15
*Pastor Rob’s 1st Day*
9:00 Worship Confirmation
6:00 Church Council
10:15 Coffee Hour
10:15 Last Sunday School
10:15 Adult Ed
6:00 NA Mtg

School Recognition

22
9:00 Worship - Sunday

10:15 Coffee Hour Welcome Pastor Rob
6:00 NA Mtg

9:00 Worship

29

6:00 NA Mtg

Tue
3
9:30 PEO
6:00 Trust Fund

Wed
4
9:00 Bible w/Bagels

11
Pastor Mary Jo - NE
Clergy Day - Oshkosh
9:00 Bible w/Bagels
7:00 Lenten Service
Church of Peace

Loaves & Fishes
10
4:30 Christian Ed at
Backyard Grill

18
9:00 Bible w/Bagels

Quill Articles Due

25
9:00 Bible w/Bagels End of Year Brunch

17
9:30 PEO
11:30 Christian Outreach
7:00 Adult Ed

24

31

Thu
7:00 Choir Rehearsal

12
7:00 Last Choir Rehearsal
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26

6

Fri

6:00 AL-ANON
13

6:00 AL-ANON

7

Sat

Catherine Krail
Celebration of Life
Pilgrim UCC
Visitation 10-11
Service 11

➔➔➔➔➔

14
Fran Schmid
Guild Room 10-4
Golden Co. Art Supply

21

28

S A L E

20
6:00 Family Fun Night

R U M M A G E

6:00 AL-ANON
27

6:00 AL-ANON

Pilgrim United Church of Christ Mission Statement
Pilgrim United Church of Christ, a theologically progressive Christian church, pursues growth in faith, social justice, and
respect for all voices-with Jesus as our model for how to live and love.

Those Who Serve
Interim Pastor through May 15th ...................................................................................... ……….. Pastor Mary Jo Laabs
New Pastor Effective May 16th ...................................................................................................... Pastor Rob Van Ess
Administrative Assistant ............................................................................................................................ Cathy Drew
Parish Nurse ..............................................................................................................................................Sue Schmitz
Sunday School Director ....................................................................................................................... Karen Goodacre
Youth Director .............................................................................................................................................................
Adult Education Director ......................................................................................................................... Suzette Curtis
Organist ................................................................................................................................................. Helen Gilsdorf
Choir Director ........................................................................................................................................... Zachary Ball
Choir Accompanist .......................................................................................................................................................
Custodian ........................................................................................................................... Anderson Cleaning Service
Church Council President ........................................................................................................................... Barb Geiger
Church Council Vice President..................................................................................................................... Patti Burns
Church Council Secretary ....................................................................................................................... Wendy Ellison
Church Treasurer ........................................................................................................................................ Donna Jost
We are happy to send you our newsletter, but if you no longer wish to receive it,
please contact us and we will remove you from our mailing list.

The Pilgrim Quill
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Phone: 920-921-0415
Email: pilgrim.info@pilgrimuccfdl.org
Website: www.pilgrimuccfdl.org
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