
 

   

The Pilgrim Quill 
February 2026 

Dear Beloved Members and Friends of the Church, 
In recent weeks, many of us have been carrying a 
sense of heaviness.  The news has been difficult to 
watch. Stories of fear, uncertainty, and violence seem 
to surface almost daily, and for some in our wider 
communities, these are not distant headlines but lived 
realities. 
Across our country, we are seeing how quickly tension 
can turn into harm—how fear, anger, and division can 
spill over into acts of violence. Whether the violence is 
physical, verbal, or systemic, it leaves deep wounds. It 
unsettles communities. It causes people to withdraw, 
to grow suspicious of one another, and to wonder 
where it is safe to stand. 
As your pastor, I want you to know that I am aware of 
the weight many are carrying. I know there are ques-
tions, concerns, and emotions that do not fit neatly 
into conversation or prayer requests. When violence 
becomes part of the air we breathe, it can be hard to 
know how to respond faithfully. 
In moments like this, I find myself returning again and 
again to Scripture—not because it offers easy answers, 
but because it helps us ask better questions. 
One of those questions comes from Jesus himself: 
“Who is my neighbor?” 
That question feels especially important in a time 
when violence threatens to shape how we see one 
another. 
Throughout Scripture, God consistently draws our 
attention to those who are vulnerable, afraid, or over-
looked. Jesus reminds us that when we care for the 
hungry, the stranger, and the imprisoned, we are re-
sponding to Christ himself. 
Jesus does not respond to violence with more vio-
lence.  He responds by drawing near to those who are 
suffering.  He responds by refusing to dehumanize.  He 
responds by calling his followers to love—even when 
that love is costly. 
So when we ask ourselves, “What would Jesus do?” 
the answer is rarely simple, but it is consistent.  Jesus 
would notice who is afraid.  Jesus would stand with 
those who feel unsafe or unheard.  Jesus would speak 

truth without in-
flicting harm.  Jesus would call us away from indiffer-
ence and toward mercy. 
As Christians, we are also shaped by Jesus’ commitment 
to nonviolence—not as passivity, but as a courageous 
way of living. Jesus refuses the logic that says violence 
can heal violence or that fear must be met with force. 
Instead, he teaches us to respond with restraint, truth-
telling, and love that protects life. Practicing nonvio-
lence means choosing words that do not wound, actions 
that do not escalate harm, and responses that honor 
the humanity of every person, even in moments of deep 
disagreement. It is not the easy path, but it is the path 
Jesus walks, and the one he invites us to follow. 
Scripture does not tell us what to think about every is-
sue we face. It does, however, shape how we are called 
to live: with compassion rather than fear, with presence 
rather than avoidance, with a commitment to human 
dignity grounded in God’s love. 
Being a neighbor does not require us to have all the an-
swers. It does not require uniform opinions or easy so-
lutions. It does require that we see one another as peo-
ple—not problems—and that we resist silence when 
love calls us to show up. 
As a church, we are called to be a place where fear can 
be named honestly, where questions can be asked with-
out judgment, where grief can be held gently, and 
where compassion is practiced quietly and faithfully. 
We are called to pray for those who are living with fear, 
to support those who feel vulnerable, and to seek jus-
tice in ways that reflect God’s mercy rather than the 
world’s anger. 
My hope is that we will continue to hold one another 
with care in the days ahead—listening deeply, learning 
thoughtfully, and choosing love even when fear feels 
easier. May we keep asking ourselves Jesus’ enduring 
question: Who will act as neighbor? And may our life 
together bear witness to the God who draws near, even 
in a world marked by violence. 
Please know that you are not alone in what you are car-
rying. I am grateful to walk this journey of faith with 
you. 
With grace and peace, 
Pastor Jeannie 



 

 2 

ADULT FORUM 
Sunday Mornings 10:15AM to 11:15AM in  

   the lounge following the 9:00AM worship.  
   To join the zoom link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87682457999?pwd 
=NklCT0ZEYWtTRnIwcEtRNDBCMGRhQT09 

FEBRUARY 1 - C0FFEE FELLOWSHIP – NO SESSION 

February 8:  The We EmpowerHer Organization 

Leader: Sue Klein – Assistant Director 

Let’s discover how this organization supports, en-

courages and inspires women in our community. 

Their mission is to provide women and children with 

a safe, supportive, community where participants are 

encouraged and empowered to engage in year-

round programing, utilizing community resources 

and embracing the best versions of themselves as val-

ued community members.  

 

February 15:  The New York Mayoral Election 

Leader: Dr. Michael Jacob 

Were you surprised by the election of the thirty-four-

year-old Zohran Mamdani as the Mayor of the larg-

est city in the United States? What will the first elect-

ed Muslin-Asian Mayor bring to this important posi-

tion? Dr. Jacobs will join us to talk about the phe-

nomenon and potential impact on NYC and beyond. 

 

February 22:  Spiritual Defiance-Building a Beloved 

Community of Resistance by Rev. Dr. Robin Meyers 

Leader: Peg Bradley 

Part 1 - February 22     Part 2 - March 8 

UCC Pastor Robin Meyers in his 2015 book, Spiritual 

Defiance, challenges Christian communities to be-

come the voice of peace and justice in the world. 

According to Wikipedia, in his writing and preaching 

Meyers emphasizes the humanness of Jesus and the 

literary (rather than literal) nature of the Hebrew 

Scriptures and the New Testament, stating that: “I 

seek to build, not a collection of believers, but a be-

loved community devoted to embodying peace and 

justice”. Meyers contends that Christianity “was 

once, and must be again, about following Jesus, not 

about worshiping Christ.” He calls on modern Chris-

tianity to return to the core beliefs and practices of 

the early Church by focusing on faithful practice and 

social justice rather than right belief. Meyers de-

scribes his approach to Christianity as “non-literal, 

non-dogmatic, and. profoundly subversive.” What 

would that kind of church look like in Fond du Lac 

and beyond? Join us as we explore Pastor Meyer’s 

ideas for the church of today and tomorrow. 

EXPANDING HORIZONS 
 

Monday Afternoons 1:00PM-2:30PM in the lounge.  To 
join from home via Zoom the link is:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87682457999?
pwd=NklCT0ZEYWtTRnIwcEtRNDBCMGRhQT09 

 
February 2:  The Life and Times of Ma Raney 

Dr. Paisley Harris  

Retired Assoc. Professor UW-Oshkosh 

She was known for her extraordinary talent, au-

thentic personality, courage and many awards. Cel-

ebrate Black History Month as Dr. Harris shares the 

exceptional life of American blues singer, Ma Raney. 

 

February 9 and 16:  My Personal Walk as  

  Ho-Chunk, Bear Clan Elder, Author 

Leader: Sherman Funmaker 

Sherman Funmaker is a prominent Native 

American writer from the Ho-Chunk Nation, 

known for his compelling storytelling and 

cultural insights. Join Sherman as he shares the 

many interesting facets of his life story and writings.  

 

February 23:  The Dreams of and Letters from  

  MLK Jr. 

Leader: Adult Ed. Team 

On August 28, 1963 during the March on Washing-

ton for Jobs and Freedom, an inspired speech was 

delivered that has stood the test of time. In early 

August of the same year, he penned an historic let-

ter letter from the Birmingham jail when he had 

been arrested for protesting segregation. Let’s revisit 

the I Have a Dream Speech and A Letter from a Bir-

mingham Jail and discuss its message for its time and 

for today. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87682457999?pwd%20=NklCT0ZEYWtTRnIwcEtRNDBCMGRhQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87682457999?pwd%20=NklCT0ZEYWtTRnIwcEtRNDBCMGRhQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87682457999?pwd=NklCT0ZEYWtTRnIwcEtRNDBCMGRhQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87682457999?pwd=NklCT0ZEYWtTRnIwcEtRNDBCMGRhQT09
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February is Black History Month.  

There is an event at the FDL Public Library on Feb-

ruary 12, 2026   

In-person/Online 

Damarius Johnson will join us virtually for a con-

versation on the book Picturing Black History: Pho-

tographs and Stories that Changed the World. The 

book uncovers untold stories and rarely seen imag-

es of the Black experience, providing new context 

around culturally significant moments. We will also 

be joined by representatives from America's Black 

Holocaust Museum in Milwaukee who will high-

light the importance of photos in documenting the 

fair housing and civil rights movement here in Wis-

consin. History at Home programs focus on stories 

about the area's past every month. Programs are 

held on the second Thursday of every month at 6 

pm in the McLane Room. The programs are free. 

Many History at Home programs are captured on 

video and shared on the library's YouTube channel. 

That link can be found at fdlpl.org/miss-program. 

Date:  Thursday, February 12, 2026 

Time:  6-7 PM 

Location:  McLane Meeting Room, Main Library 

Thanks to all those who helped to decorate 

the Church for Christmas and to take the decora-

tions down. I think we have a great team for get-

ting it all done in short order. Looking forward to 

Nov. 22 in 2026. 

Fran 

Christian Outreach 
Christmas Adopt - A - Family 

    
     The Outreach Ministry recently received thank 
you notes from the family Pilgrim adopted at Christ-
mas.  The children each wrote a note expressing 
gratitude for the gifts they received.  The notes were 
heartfelt. 
     We would like to share with the congregation por-
tions of the note written by the mother. 
      I wanted to start by saying thank you for your 
kindness and generosity.  It made a huge impact on 
our year and holiday!  The amount of relief you 
brought, I can never express.  We felt so blessed and 
thought of, we could feel how much Love and effort 
your entire congregation packed into everything.  
Your church gave us hope and reminded me that 
there are kind people and there is still Light.  Thank 
you for that. 
     Will you please also let the person who made our 
quilts know the my Great Grandma Marcella who 
was born Jan. 1st of 1910 used to make everyone in 
our family quilts and not only that but they smell just 
like her!  It was like a hug from her again and as 
though she worked through you to say “hello”, a 
Christmas miracle.   
     I’m sorry this is disorganized and long, I can’t find 
the words to express how much you all effected us 
and helped us spiritually and in many other ways and 
you all did it with selflessness, expecting nothing in 
return. It was a wonderful thing you did and we 
made sure to discuss with our kids how our Christ-
mas happened.  We also discussed doing kind things 
things for others with no expectations and doing it 
just to be kind and helpful.  I’m hoping this Christmas 
taught our children a life lesson on how life happens 
and when you have a little, share, when you are 
down and out its ok to accept help.  Thank You ALL! 
     May the Spirit of Christmas remain with this fami-
ly and with Pilgrim Church throughout the New Year. 

http://fdlpl.org/miss-program.
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Quilt was handmade and donated by Deb Wamser and proceeds will go towards Youth Programming at Pilgrim 
United Church of Christ.  
The drawing for the quilt will be Sunday, February 22, 2026, at 10:00 AM after the church service at Pilgrim UCC. 

Ticket can be purchased at the church office, 535 Stow St., Fond du Lac from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM Monday thru 

Friday or Sundays January 18th to February 22nd before & after the church service from 8:45 – 10:15 AM. 

Ticket Cost is: 

1 ticket for $5.00 
3 tickets for $10.00 

                        7 tickets for $20.00 
Pilgrim UCC, 535 Stow St., Fond du Lac, WI 54935

Win This Quilt Raffle 
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Intergenerational Fellowship Nights 

Thank you so much to everyone who participated in the Chili Dinner and Game Night! We had 45 individuals attend 

and had a really wonderful time!  

 

Our next event will be a cooking class and will take place on Friday, February 20th. We will learn how to make pasta 

from scratch. Come hungry because we will eat our creation at the end of class!  Sign up is in the Narthex so we can 

purchase an accurate amount of ingredients.  

 

As always, friends and family are always invited to our Intergenerational Fellowship Nights! 

 

Youth Group 

All 6th–12th graders are invited to Youth Group on Friday, February 20th, from 4:30–5:45 p.m. Come for food and 

fun! Please let Michael know if you plan to attend. Remember, friends are always welcome! 

 

Confirmation Class 

We are seeking snack and beverage donations to serve during Confirmation Class. Items such as juice, gatorade, lem-

onade, chips, snack cakes, and crackers are all appreciated. 

 

If you’d like to contribute, please sign up in the narthex next to the date you’d like to provide food or drinks. 

 

Sunday School 

Sunday School will not be meeting on Sunday, February 1st. We would like to encourage our students to attend the 

Congregational Meeting that day.  
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      WISE Wisdom. 

 

Mental Health is… 

Important, Something everyone has, is on a continuum, 

is worth making time for, is part of being human, some-

thing we need to look after, changeable, complex, real. 

Mental Health is not… 

A sign of weakness, shameful, all in the mind, always 

something negative, something to think about only 

when it feels broken, interchangeable terms for men-

tal illness, something that can snapped out of, fixed, 

fake news. 

 
Our Mental Health is part of who we are, (Mind-
Body-Spirit…) 

CELEBRATE CommUNITY 

Pilgrim will once again have a booth at 

Celebrate CommUNITY on Saturday, February 

21st at the FDL Fairgrounds Expo Center. 

“More than 50 booths will showcase our 

community, representing different countries, reli-

gions, and local organizations. Guests can enjoy free 

food samples, browse unique wares and artifacts, 

and join in games and crafts. 

The doors open at 10:30 with the official 

kickoff at 11:00 during an awe-inspiring Flag Cer-

emony, drummed in by Native American elders 

and followed by greetings from local leaders. 

From Noon until 3:00 the stage will come alive 

with multicultural entertainment. 

It’s more than a festival, CELEBRATE Com-

mUNITY is a reminder of what happens when peo-

ple come together to share experiences and 

strengthen the bonds that make a community 

thrive.” 

Please sign up on the poster in the Narthex 

to be at our booth and take part in this amazing 

afternoon! We want to have at least 2 people at 

the booth throughout the afternoon. The more the 

merrier! There is a 

$5.00 admission fee – free for those 12 years 

and younger. 
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Managing Medications 

The average number of prescription medications that people over the age of 50 take is 4…that’s the average  

number, and does not include supplements or over the counter medications. Here are some important steps to  

help keep track of it all:   

Keep an updated list of everything you take, including prescriptions, 

over-the-counter medicines, and supplements – even if you only take them infrequently. Keep this list in a place  

that is easy to find and take it – with the actual pills/liquids - to your health care appointments.  

Talk with your health care provider or schedule an appointment with a pharmacist at least once a year for 

a medication review.  

 

 

 

February Resolution Reset 

New Years’ Resolutions are typically statements about what people believe they need to change to become  

a “better” person. This highlights what the individual perceives as their negative traits, character flaws,  

or shortcomings. 

With Lent starting Feb 18th, it may be a good time to hit the reset button and recognize the positive  

thoughts and actions that guided behaviors over the past year. Then think about the positive energy and  

skills that make you smile and feel good about yourself. This is self care. If you want to fast from something  

during Lent, I read a suggestion to “Fast from Noise”. Go into silent spaces away from the news, tv, your  

phone, and internet distractions and just be. Who knows what your heart may hear (?) 

February is Heart Month - Physically, Mentally and Hallmark-y. There are so many things that are good for your  

heart: physically being active, avoiding nicotine in any form, eating a variety of non-processed food, stress  

management, staying connected, slow deep breathing, and even encouragement. Check out the bulletin board for  

more information about heart care. Hallmark wise, this may be a hard time for those grieving a loss, experiencing  

health changes, and/or away from loved ones. Reaching out in friendship is good for everyone’s heart… 

 

Holy Reminders and Nagging…  The cold/influenza/RSV/Norovirus/Strep season started in January and (I predict)  

will continue through February. Pilgrims’ standard operating procedure during this season consists of masks  

available at 2 entrances, handwashing reminders and hand sanitizer throughout the church for your convenience  

and safety.  Viruses spread before the person has symptoms themselves. The goal is to not be a spreader or on  

the receiving end of that spread. If you  are not feeling well - even just a little bit unwell - or are concerned about  

getting sick, please worship online. No worries. No guilt. No judgement. 
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Ask about possible side effects whenever you start a new medication.  

Take unused and expired medications to a drug drop box - don’t save them for “just in case”. 

Notice how you feel. If you experience dizziness, drowsiness, or anything unusual, write it down and share it with 

your health care provider. 

 

Take your time when standing up in the morning or rising from a chair. Moving slowly can prevent sudden dizzi-

ness, falls and consequences. 

 

Over the years, the kinds of prescription medications, over-the-counter medications and supplements have grown 
exponentially and there are side effects to all of them! Pharmacies carry many types of inexpensive aides/boxes 
to help in setting up and remembering to and when to take medications. Everyone has their own system, but if 
yours works most of the time, please ask for help in finding one that works all of the time! 

https://7v5slx4ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fSHL4I5TwmhWbZPkgBTG6GKEYVyrg6KaIj7pdcmNKx7uEImWMgX8diNW4d8e_yK200vAyUM4L373HX2kBVbmAntltPensm-yA0Uf40R7E-Wkyn5M3r_N9W2XyY0nXr5Nq1gMOyh7yfog4jJqzy_l1tTEPPKLlywQWe5rj7HPYPSavxAejJOKEw%3D%3D&c=0VJ-Gn8nnM2wLJ-KAvVcNh_uyBx
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Hello Pilgrim family & friends! Welcome to February!!
MAJOR shout out to all of you that grabbed an 
LGBTQ+ pin from the bulletin board in the narthex. 
More will be added soon. Remember to wear them 
wherever you go!! 
We also thank you – for your attendance and input at 
our listening/education session on January 25th where 
we discussed the possibility of expanding our Open 
and Affirming covenant. We had some very interesting 
conversation that your ONA Team and Pilgrim’s Coun-
cil will utilize as the decision is made on how to pro-
ceed. 
No one signed up to prepare the meal for Café Q 
youth in January, so they utilized gift cards they had 
received in 2025 to get their meal. Remember, if you 
are interested in making a meal, you don’t have to do 
it alone! Give Sue Kaiser a shout out at: 
suekai@aol.com/920.946.5563. She’ll team up with 
you to get a meal accomplished. 
Please review our link to the Sign Up Genesis calendar 
for 2026 meals and sign up for the month that works 
for you! (Tracy Abler and CSA have already signed up 
for THREE months!! THANKS! Is that a challenge!!??  

  We got this Pilgrim.) 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090F4CA4AF2AA4F58-60367587-
2026/182850317#/ 
 

Pilgrim’s Council will soon be advertising for help at 
the 17th annual CELEBRATE commUNITY event, host-
ed by United for Diversity. The event will take place on 
Saturday, February 21, 2026, at the Fond du Lac Coun-
ty Fairgrounds Expo Center. More than a festival, CEL-
EBRATE CommUNITY is a reminder of what happens 
when people come together to share experiences and 
strengthen the bonds that make a community thrive. 
We encourage you to sign up to help represent Pilgrim 

at this event. Great place to wear your pin.   
 

 

And lastly, because we can always continue to learn 
and grow…..we offer you this Ted Talk: ‘Joyful Life 
Lessons from the LGBTQ community’. Mischa Oak 
(educator and 2SLGBTQ+ advocate) reflects on his 
personal experience and how it sparked his lifelong 
mission to champion LGBTQ+ inclusion. He highlights 
the challenges faced by queer individuals, debunks 
myths about sexuality and gender, and emphasizes 
the joy and innovation that diversity brings to com-
munities.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=e5IupYZL4bw 

 

Stay Warm! Your Pilgrim ONA Team! 

mailto:suekai@aol.com/920.946.5563
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F4CA4AF2AA4F58-60367587-2026/182850317#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F4CA4AF2AA4F58-60367587-2026/182850317#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F4CA4AF2AA4F58-60367587-2026/182850317#/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5IupYZL4bw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5IupYZL4bw
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Randy Mittelstaedt   Feb 1 
Jake Zheng    Feb 3 
Judie Behnke    Feb 5 
Mikayla Schmid   Feb 6 
Victoria Dietenberger   Feb 7 
Kayden Keys    Feb 9 
Bridget Keys    Feb 13 
Lily Mae LaLuzerne   Feb 13 
Kathleen Dille    Feb 14 
Barbara Geiger    Feb 15 
Kay Lynn Speidel   Feb 17 
Bayard Frederick   Feb 19 
Julie Freund    Feb 19 
Mary Berens    Feb 19 
Neal Sieglaff    Feb 24 
Luke Walter    Feb 25 
Stuart Henderson   Feb 26 
Dianne Bentley   Feb 28 
Hannah Wright   Feb 28 

Ushers for  February 

Date 9:00 Service 

Feb 1 Randy & Linda Stutz 

Feb 8 Jim & Dianne Bentley 

Feb 15 Steve & Rachel Wicihowski 

Feb 22 Bill & Patty Burns 

   

Welcomers for February 

Date 9:00 Service 

Feb 1 Ron  McCreedy 

Feb 8 Jim & Dianne Bentley 

Feb 15 Avery Geiger 

Feb 22 Fran Schmid 

  

Worship Leaders February 

Date 9:00 Service 

Feb 1 Sue Kaiser 

Feb 8 Noreen Henderson 

Feb 15 Sue Schmitz 

Feb 22 Ellen Sieglaff 

  

Gail Schmidt    Feb 8 
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Pilgrim United Church of Christ 

Church Council Meeting 

December,15, 2025 

Present:    Pastor Jeannie Douglas, Jim Bentley, Peg Bradley, Donna Jost, Steve Wicihowski, Ron McCreedy, Patty 
Minter, Fran Schmid, Avery Geiger, Wendy Ellison 

Guest:  Neal Seiglaff 

The meeting opened with the acknowledgment of a quorum by Jim Bentley and Prayer by Pastor Jeannie at 6:00 
PM. 

Secretary’s Report:  With corrections for the November minutes, Avery made a motion to accept the corrected 
minutes, Fran seconded the motion, minutes passed with Unanimous Consent.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Report attached.  Assets have increased as have offerings. Fran made a motion the report be 
accepted, Steven seconded the motion. Motion passed with Unanimous Consent.   

Pastor’s Report:  Report for November 15 – December11th attached.   

Vice President’s Report:  None 

President’s Report: There are 2 annual motions which need Council approval. 

 Jim made a motion that the Church Council designates that portion of Pastor Jeannie Douglas’ “Housing Allowance” 
in the budget, which will be approved by the congregation at it’s Congregational Meeting on February 1, 2026, and 
any subsequent amendments to provide for her housing and related expenses. Wendy made the motion to accept 
this go on to the Congregational Meeting for approval.  Steve seconded, Motion passed. 

The Church Council authorizes the Treasurer and assistant treasurers to execute standing resolution forms at Na-
tional Exchange Bank and Trust, Wells Fargo Advisors, and such other financial institutions as may be appropriate; 
authorizing the Council President, Church President, Church Treasurer, and Assistant Treasurers to sign checks and 
conduct other routine church business.  The Treasurer can access the information in the Church’s checking accounts 
(currently operating, SCRIP, Memorial, and Trust Funds) as needed to coordinate financial activity.   Fran made the 
motion, Patty seconded the motion.  Motion passed with unanimous consent.   

 

Old Business:  

New Business:   

Search Committee: Neal Seiglaff presented the Conference guidelines for compensation for a Settled Pastor. Jim and 
Neal discussed the increase in insurance as well as housing and an experience factor. There will need to be an in-
crease to our budget once a settled pastor is found.   

Funding for memorial Plaque:  The Memorial Fund Committee received a request from the Memorial Garden 
Committee for $4,578 to purchase a bronze plaque with name plates for the memorial garden.  Jim made a 
motion that the monies be transferred as requested.  Donna seconded the motion.  Motion passed with 
unanimous consent.   

Bylaw updates and changes were reviewed which will be presented at the congregational meeting in February.   



 

 12 

 

Ministry/Committee Reports and updates (as necessary)   

Worship and Ministry- Steve Wicihowski (council rep.)  Minutes attached. 

Linda has 4 readers for the Blue Christmas service on December 18 and she has readers for each Sunday of Ad-
vent.  She is working on getting people to play the roles in the Christmas Eve Service. 

Steve made a motion to have $500 from the Trust Fund Allocation be transferred to the Hand bell Dedicated Fund 
for Cleaning and Maintenance of the Hand Bells. Avery seconded the motion.  Motion passed with unanimous 
consent. 

Patty Minter will organize the post Christmas Eve service fellowship time. 

Christian Education- Dixie Sullivan (Council Rep.) Minutes attached  

Adult: 

A review of the brochure for the Winter/Spring 2026 presentations for Adult Forum and Expanding Horizons was 
discussed with suggestions and changes. 

Mary Ann will prepare a cover letter to accompany the brochure when it is mailed. 

Child and Youth:  

November 7 kids attended a pizza party and played games.  On December 19th a Youth group Christmas party will 
be held prior to the caroling and cookie decorating  

Michael is requesting information on Christian Educations responsibilities for Confirmation Sunday.    

Property Maintenance – Avery Geiger (Council Rep)  Minutes attached 

The railing on the altar stairs has been tightened 

Zehren Electric was contacted about the parking lot west lights 

Avery is getting the cost to clean the fellowship hall carpet. Green & Clean $250, PH Cleaning $600 

Lay Life & Leadership – Patty Minter (Council Rep.)   

 1.  Lay Life will be serving a small array of refreshments after the Christmas Eve service for anyone who would 
like to stay after the service  

Stewardship & Finance – Ron McCreedy (Council Rep.)  Minutes attached. 

Review of monthly Financial Statement for November 30, 2025.  Total income received was above average month-
ly needed amount. 

Monthly Income November (pledges) were above average +$3,874 Pledges & Other Income was above average 
+$11,402.   

Neighbors in Need Income update:  Nov.$855 + Dec. $51 Total = $906  

Membership and Evangelism – Fran Schmid (Council Rep.) Minutes attached.  
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A list of names of people who did and did not respond to contacts about membership were reviewed and updat-
ed.  14 people will be removed from the roles.  Sue will meet with Amy to update the directory and spread-
sheet.   

Application for Celebrate CommUNITY on February 21,2026 was completed  

Christian Out reach – Peg Bradley ( Council Rep).   Minutes attached  

Alternative Gift Fair:  There were donations c/o 9 non profits $4505 

Adopt a family gifts will be delivered this week. 

January they will be collecting clothing and snacks for Rosenow School 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Nominating Committee:    

The committee did meet and discussed suggestions on how to fill the open positions.    

Ham Dinner:   

Memorial Fund Committee:  See under new business 

Green Team: Minutes attached 

WISE 

SCRIP:  Sales at the Alternative Gift Fair was $4580 

Trust Fund Report 

Memorial Garden:  Minutes attached. 

     1.  Gary submitted a proposal.  He will attend the next council meeting to discuss.  Please review. 

ONA:  The committee was happy with the updated letter to go out to members. 

Celebrations: 

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Wendy Ellison, Council Secretary.. 
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Pilgrim United Church of Christ 
535 Stow Street 
Fond du Lac, WI 54935-2865 

Phone: 920-921-0415 
Email: pilgrim.info@pilgrimuccfdl.org 
Website: www.pilgrimuccfdl.org 
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Pilgrim United Church of Christ Mission Statement 
 

Pilgrim United Church of Christ, a theologically progressive Christian church, pursues growth in faith, social justice, and 
respect for all voices-with Jesus as our model for how to live and love. 
 

Those Who Serve 
Pastor  ............................................................................................................................................... Rev. Jeannie Douglas 
Administrative Assistant .................................................................................................................................. Amy Rector 
Parish Nurse .................................................................................................................................................... Sue Schmitz 
Child & Youth Coordinator ........................................................................................................................ Michael Friedel  
Adult Education Coordinator ...................................................................................................................... Mary Ann Otto 
Worship Musician .............................................................................................................................. Chris Deaner-Rogers 
Choir Director ..................................................................................................................................................Zachary Ball 
Choir Accompanist ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Chris Deaner-Rogers 
Custodian .................................................................................................................................................... Green & Clean 
Church Council President ................................................................................................................................ Jim Bentley 
Church Council Vice President ......................................................................................................................... Linda Stutz 
Church Council Secretary ............................................................................................................................ Wendy Ellison 
Church Treasurer .............................................................................................................................................. Donna Jost 

 Rides to church are available by contacting Randy Stutz 920-539-6277 

We are happy to send you our newsletter, but if you no longer wish to receive it, 
please contact us and we will remove you from our mailing list. 


